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INSIDE:

SCHOOL UPDATES
• St. John Paul 
II makes strides 
in academics, 
supporting scholars’ 
needs and growth.
• Ascension gives 
hope to scholars 
amid continuing 
North Side violence. 
• St. Peter Claver’s 
partnerships add 
enrichment for all 
scholars.
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Melvin Carter, the first Black mayor of  
St. Paul, had a clear message for scholars: 
“If I can be the mayor, that means that you 
can be the mayor, too.”
He repeated that message several times 
when he popped into the 4th grade 
classroom and again when speaking to 
middle schoolers during a late-January 
visit.
“I grew up in St. Paul. And I went to school 
in St. Paul, and I grew up playing sports in 
St. Paul.  Going to rec centers and libraries 
and things like that,” Carter said. “If you 

have that in common with me, that means 
that you could be the mayor of St. Paul 
some day.”
St. Peter Claver School and Church are 
entwined in Carter’s family history. His 
father, also Melvin Carter, graduated from 
SPC, his grandparents were members of 
the church, and he grew up in a home very 
close by. “This is a space that is really 
important to our community,” he said. “This 
really is a special school.”
The mayor talked about how government 
works and used role playing to illustrate 
that everybody is a taxpayer. Taxpayers 
have a say in how their money is spent, he 
said.  Turn to page 3

Matthew Umoh 
won’t let anything 
get in the way 
of becoming a 
neurosurgeon. 
He is studying at 
the University of 
Minnesota and 
volunteering at  
St. Peter Claver.
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St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter surprised and delighted the 4th graders.

Mayor Carter visits St. Peter Claver

We need you to be leaders today 
and in the future, he tells scholars. 



As we round the corner into spring, we 
are excited by the strides our school 
has made so far this school year. 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Math: Our new math curriculum 
offers robust engagement in 
mathematical thinking, modeling, 
and procedures. We want 
our scholars to have a deep 
understanding of math and 
numeracy, and this is a step in the 
right direction. 
Literacy: Our three-pronged approach 
— curriculum, “Believe and Read” 
phonics program and personalized 
reading software — is helping 
scholars read independently. We are 
working with parents to add a fourth 
prong: at-home reading routines.
SUPPORTING SCHOLAR NEEDS
Be a SAINT: Our SAINT initiative has 
inspired scholars to learn more about 
their classroom saints, work together 
as problem solvers with our monthly 
assemblies, and honor peers who are 
committing to making our SAINTly 
virtues a part of their daily life.

SCHOOL REPORTS

We have exciting enrichment activities lining up for 
our scholars until the end of the school year!
• Create MPLS is providing robotics and coding 
instruction during and after school. 
• Our partnership with Friends of the Boundary Waters, 
which began last spring, is growing. We hope to get a 
group of students actually into the BWCA this summer 
as well as having introductory activities at school.
• Round two of our partnership with Walker West 
Music Academy will bring Digital Musicianship to our 
grade 5-8 curriculum for the last 8 weeks of the year. 
Round one, African drumming, was a huge hit!

 Terese Shimshock, Principal
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After school: For the first time, 
we are offering choir and drawing 
as enrichment in our after-school 
program. Girls on the Run has 
returned as well as athletics 
through the North Suburban 
Parochial School League. Our 
after-school teachers are offering 
science and cultural studies along 
with additional math tutoring and 
reading support.
GROWTH AND VITALITY
Enrollment up again: This year our 
school grew to 158 scholars from 

143 in 2020-21 AND we have 10 
4 year olds in our pilot preschool 
program.
Partnerships: Our tutors and 
volunteers have returned to the 
building, and we continue to make 
new partnerships with organizations 
who want to support our scholars.
We are thrilled with these successes 
and grateful for your partnership!

Tricia Menzhuber, Principal

JPII’s “Be a SAINT” program for Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports has 
been an exciting part of this school year. These are our February award winners.

One of our highlights of the year so far involves a new 
partnership with Liberty Classical Academy in White Bear 
Lake. In December, our 8th graders visited the school for 
fellowship and a service project. Scholars got to know each 
other and together assembled bags of groceries to distribute 
to Ascension school and parish families for Christmas.
The pervasive and on-going violence in our community is 
taking a toll on our scholars and staff. The shooting death 
of North High student Deshaun Hill Jr. hit especially hard. 
We have ramped up efforts to help scholars and staff deal 
with the emotional trauma these incidents cause, and ask 
for your continued prayers for the safety and well-being of 
everyone on the North Side. 

 Benito Matias, Principal
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Matthew Umoh returns to St. Peter 
Claver Catholic School every 
Friday to mentor current scholars. 
This fulfills a requirement of his 
scholarship, but it also gives him the 
opportunity to remember and reflect 
on where he began. 
“So many times, you get caught up 
in where you are right now, and it’s 
helpful to remind yourself where you 
came from,” Matthew said. “I know 
it sounds really cliché to say ‘give 
back to where you came from,’ but I 
really want to root myself in where 
I came from. I want to make those 
who come through the same place I 
came through better off, even if it’s 
something little.”
Matthew attended St. Peter Claver 
from Grade 2 through 8, graduating 
in 2015.  He got his high school 
diploma from Cretin-Derham Hall 
High School in 2019 and is in 
his third year at the University of 
Minnesota. He is a Page Scholar, a 
recipient of a prestigious and highly 
competitive scholarship begun by 
Justice Alan and Diane Page more 
than 30 years ago.
He is studying neuroscience and 
plans to attend medical school. His 
goal is to become a neurosurgeon. 
“It challenges me,” Matthew said. 
“Psychology is interesting, but it 
seems very subjective. Neuroscience 
gives a more objective view of life: 
Why we think, why we are the way  
we are.”
He remembers St. Peter Claver 
School as a special place. 
“I used to come here really 
early in the morning, and 
Ms. (Lynn) Wright would 
always be here,” he said. 
“It was a nice, comforting 
place.” His mother had 
to be at work early, and 

that was the only way he could get 
to school.  Then-Principal Charles 
Vickers also went out of his way to 
help the family.
Matthew appreciated the 
commitment and hard work of his 
teachers. “I always had a focus that 
I am going to come here and make 
the most out of each day.  Make 
someone else happy and be joyful.”
There’s little doubt Matthew will 
achieve his goals; he is committed 
and confident. “I’ll get there,” he said. 
“I’ll get there.”
Where did he learn such confidence? 
“I pray a lot for courage and strength.  
And from my mom, seeing her raise 
me and the stories she tells me,” he 
said.
“I have a purpose and a goal, and I 
have to go for it.”
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MATTHEW UMOH

His dream: becoming a neurosurgeon

A leader is a learner, 
Mayor tells scholars
Continued from page 1
“This is your city, this is your 
community.  You live here and 
pay for all the things in this 
community because you are 
taxpayers.  What that means is, 
you get to help build it.” 
Carter said that he learned to be 
a leader on his track teams at 
St. Paul Central High School and 
Fordham University. “In running 

you can find 
the leaders 
because 
their shoes 
are dirty.  
You can find 
the leaders 
because they 
are working 
the hardest.”
Leadership 
is also about 
constantly 
learning. “One 
of the most 

important parts of my job is to 
know that there’s a whole bunch 
of things I don’t know.  It’s to not 
always know the answer, but to 
know how to find that answer.”
In summary of the discussion, 
Mayor Carter made this sincere 
plea: “I hope that you guys are 
future leaders of the city of St. 
Paul.  But also, we don’t have 
time to wait for you to be future 
leaders of the city of St. Paul. We 
need you to be ‘today’ leaders. 
You can be a leader in your 
classroom. You can be a leader 
on the playground. You can be 
a leader in your household. You 
can be a leader with your brothers 
and sisters and your cousins. You 
can be a leader In our recreation 
center and libraries.
“We need you to be leading 
literally each step of the way 
because you are brilliant, bright, 
smart and talented.”

“We don’t have 
time to wait 
for you to be 
future leaders 
of the city 
of St. Paul. 
We need you 
to be ‘today’ 
leaders.”
--Mayor Melvin 
Carter to 
scholars



INSIDE: An update  
on the Academy.

1723 Bryant Ave. N 
Minneapolis, MN 
55411

Preferred Addressee 
Preferred Address Line 1 
Preferred Address Line 2 
Preferred City, St  Preferred ZIP

SCHOLARS

100 days  
of school

For some people, 100 days can seem like a long time. For 
these Ascension kindergartners, time is flying because they 
are having fun! What are their favorite things? Among their 
answers: Math. Going to art, gym and technology classes.  
ABCs and 123s. And bananas at lunchtime.

Kindergartners celebrate


