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Blessing and Challenge in Mission:
September: Our blessing this year has been the upgrades made to our building - both inside
and outside. As many of you may have heard our landscape was upgraded this summer with
the help of Hill Murray High School and one of its alumni. This story was featured in multiple
media sources including our local paper Frogtown Monitor, the cover story for the Catholic Spirit
Catholic Spirit, as well as the WCCO Sunday morning show. On the inside, our classrooms
were updated with desks donated to us from St. Alphonsus School, and a full dumpster was
taken out of the building! On the first day of school, filled backpacks welcomed scholars as they
entered.

Blessing and Challenge for Scholars:
September: Our scholars are so excited to be back in school and learning - without masks and
other barriers interfering with their learning. Our first week was so amazing. Our SEL (Social
Emotional Team) worked hard this summer to create protocols to have common language and
expectations in our hallways, lunchroom, classrooms, and recess times. These are things that
we weren’t able to do the last few years because of distance learning. Now we are re-learning
what it means to be a school again. Walking through our building we practice what it looks like,
sounds like and feels like to be in a school where leaders are growning every day.

Blessing and Challenge for Staff:
September: Our blessing is our staff. While we had an issue finding teachers for our MS, we
were creative in our approach. I utilized the relationship I had built with one of our afterschool
staff to elevate her to a teaching position as our 5/6 teacher. She has the relationship skills
down and we are coaching her through the academics piece. For our 7/8 position, I connected
with a past teacher to work as a substitute teacher until he leaves for Colorado Springs, Co at
the end of September. Fingers crossed, I have a person that can fill that position when he
leaves. He is an amazing teacher, so the next person will have big shoes to fill, but for now I am
grateful that he was willing to take the short term work.

https://monitorsaintpaul.com/stories/makeover-at-st-peter-claver-catholic-school,6609
https://issuu.com/thecatholicspirit/docs/tcsjuly14_2022


Blessing and Challenge in Parent and Community Involvement:
September: Our parent group is up and running! The core team met over the summer and
also worked enrollment community event this summer. They have set up a schedule with
speakers for the first half of the year. At our back to school night on September 1, the team
recruited even more members. The number one request from parents is a forum to talk with
other parents and building a community.  I think we can do it!

Academic Update:
September: We worked very hard this summer with the ACA team to set our teams up for
success and SPC is no different. Our big goal of individualizing instruction through the avenue
of blended learning may be a bigger stretch for SPC since we do not have a background in
blended learning, but our team is ready! Through our work with Katie Hayes Antelo we have
developed stepping stones to get us where we need to be around setting up our classrooms for
this success. With the addition of having a full time City Connects coordinator this year, this has
freed me up to be the instructional leader, rather than the operational leader - another giant leap
forward for SPC.

Equity Update:
September: One of our ways of reaching equity I believe is through our enrichment
programming. This summer we sent a group of seventh and eighth graders up to the Boundary
Waters. With the help of our amazing ACA Communications Department, this too was featured
on the Channel 4 newscast, BWCA trip. We anticipate this trip becoming a recurring experience
that is open to our Middle School scholars. Our partnership with Friends of the Boundary
Waters has already hosted the Middle School for a team building field trip to Lake Hiawatha
where the scholars practiced canoeing, building a fire and a scavenger hunt.
We have continued building out our relationship with Walker West Music Academy. This year
our fifth and sixth graders will partake in a full year (twice a week) band program as part of their
regular school day. While our seventh and eighth graders will continue year 2 of African
Drumming and Digital Song Writing. Our hope is to culminate the Digital Song Writing class
with a trip to a recording studio.
Our Middle School will also be training therapy dogs for agiity in our afterschool program this
Fall. All such great ways to build leadership skills that they can carry with them into their high
school years.

https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/video/rondo-neighborhood-kids-reflect-on-boundary-waters-trip/#x

