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Blessing and Challenge in Mission: 

• We had a very successful licensing visit at John Paul II and no changes were 

necessary.  

• We are currently completing the initial application for licensing for St. Peter 

Claver and Ascension School with a goal of opening in early 2023 but the 

timeline will be determined by Department of Human Services.  

 

Blessing and Challenges for Scholars: 

• We started the year with 16 preschoolers at each site, SPRC and JPII and we 

have more families who would like to start. 

• Language and cultural challenges made the first week challenging for some of 

the children. Once the children are familiar with the routines, things should quiet 

down.  

 

Blessing and Challenges for Staff: 

• We are blessed that we had enough staff to open at both schools. We have 

additional applicants who will be welcome additions the Ascension EC team.  

• Current staff members have qualifications but are lacking in experience so 

mentoring is necessary. Also, both sites are relying on the help of non-classroom 

staff to offer support when needed. 

• We have already identified possible lead teachers for the new sites.  

 

Blessing and Challenge in Parent and Community Involvement 

• Parents have been supportive and communicative. We look forward to planning 

family activities to support families and build community.  

 

Program Update: 

The goal of our preschool classrooms are to provide each child with a warm, caring 

environment in order to learn and grow. Strong routines, caring staff and 

developmentally appropriate classroom environments are the foundation of learning in 

preschool. To that end, we are off to a strong start. As we move forward, we will 

develop an Ascension Early Childhood Best Practices Guide to follow as we move our 

preschools towards excellence.  


