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Blessing and Challenge in Mission

The third week of school we kicked off four weeks of learning about our Belief Pillars. Teachers put

on a skit to highlight and celebrate each of the pillars.

Throughout this first week, we spent time learning about the first pillar: BELIEVE.

● We believe in educating students in the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church so

they can form a personal relationship with Jesus Christ through the Scriptures, Sacraments,

prayer, and service to God and their neighbor.

Students visited the pillars that are hung up in the building outside of either the Spanish room or by

door #5. The 5th graders and new middle school students received blessed Bibles at Mass, and

homeroom teachers introduced the virtues and Bible verses for the school year.

This is the school's second year using the Spirit of Truth curriculum to teach religion. The Spirit of

Truth curriculum is strong in teaching students Catholic traditions and values. We have seen

progress in it being able to help students deepen their relationship with Christ, so we are excited to

use this curriculum again this year.

We finished the week with the whole school prayer circle led by me, the principal Mrs. Collier

Paske, and Father John Mitchell. We talked about that the most effective and powerful antidote for

anxiety is thanksgiving and praise.

Throughout the second week of Belief Pillars, we spent time learning about the second

pillar: LEARN.

● We believe in a culture of excellence, instilled with a rigorous and diverse curriculum.

● We believe individual learning plans identify opportunities for each student to reach their

full potential.

● We believe passionate teachers inspire great learning.

That week all students finished up NWEA Map testing in both reading and math. Classrooms kept a

list of all the things that they have learned so far this year. Also, all students participated in the

activity, Drop Everything and Read (D.E.A.R). Finally, prayer buddies got together to do something

academic like playing a trivia game, reading together, or practicing flash cards.

Throughout the third week, we learned about the third pillar: LOVE.

● We believe that each child is a unique and precious gift from God who is worthy of our love

and respect and is highly capable of academic growth.

● We believe in educating the whole child by focusing on the spiritual, emotional, intellectual,

social, and physical strengths and needs of every student.

● We believe that each child can experience the true joy in learning - and this can lay the path

for success in high school and beyond.

Within the third pillar of LOVE, students experience how they are each unique and fully capable of

success. Teachers at St. Pascal Regional focus on the spiritual, emotional, intellectual, social, and

physical strengths and needs of every student. We partner with the City Connects program as well

as are a part of the Peace of Mind initiative to make sure that our teachers, students, and their



families have the support, resources, and tools they need to take care of their mental and physical

health.

During our final week of learning about the Belief Pillars of St. Pascal Regional, we learned about

the fourth pillar CONNECT:

● We believe in a partnership between home and school to raise a generation of citizens who

respect and serve the local, national and global communities.

● We believe that school should be a safe, loving environment, where each child can thrive in a

diverse family of learners in the spirit of the Gospel.

Students completed activities that helped them to connect to those around them. We connected

with the St. Pascal Baylon parish by taking part in the October Donation Closet and donated items

to Merrick Community Services. Students also made fall door decorations for some of the

parishioners in local senior care homes. Students then learned about the connections they have

throughout the world by learning about where their families lived before moving to St. Paul. There

is a giant map in the hallway by the office with pushpins to show where everyone in our school

comes from. Check it out next time you are at school. In September we had our Family Night. We

loved being able to show you our school as well as connect over dinner, baked goods, and games in

the Old Church.

Blessing and Challenge for Scholars

Our middle school students went to St. Croix camp for two overnights trip. They had a blast. St.

Pascal Baylon men’s club sponsored the trip. We also finished our whole child discussions with our

City Connects coordinator so that we would create more detailed and urgent plan for some scholars

who needed extra support. We are blessed to have a full-time counselor. The need is great for

social-emotional learning, but we have the tools to meet the needs. This year we also have a

part-time reading specialist who has done a phenomenal job to help with reading interventions

with our lowest readers. We are keeping data and log interventions to track our progress with these

scholars to see the effectiveness of our reading approach.

Blessing and Challenge for Staff

This year we have 5 academic coaches to help us with Nurtured Heart SEL approach, NWEA MAP

data understanding and differentiation, instruction, assessment, and becoming a part of ACA. It’s

been a challenge to navigate these many approaches. My staff and I are really pushing ourselves

this year. With that said, staff has done an incredible job to step up to the challenge and push

themselves.

Blessing and Challenge in Parent and Community Involvement

We had a Family Fun Night that we held in September to celebrate our Belief Pillars. Check out here

about how we connect: https://www.smore.com/j8pev. During MNSAA visit the accreditation team

interviewed different parents, English and Spanish speaking. They asked them what they would like

to change at our school, and they said nothing. They like the way it is. During Thanksgiving week we

will have parent-teacher conferences with 30 minutes allotted for every student to go over their

individual learning plans and their progress at our school.

Academic Update

Minnesota Nonpublic School Accrediting Association (MNSAA) is an organization that sets high

standards for excellence in education. Schools that achieve MNSAA accreditation have shown that

they provide a well-rounded, standards-based, and rigorous education to every student in their

school.

On October 25th through Thursday, October 27th, we had MNSAA team come and review our work.

They identified our most significant areas of strength:

● St. Pascal Regional School is blessed with strong leadership that has successfully

navigated many transitions in recent years (parish school to regional school to ACA

school) and in the process has established a culture of trust, collaboration, and excellence.

https://www.smore.com/j8pev


● St. Pascal Regional School has well-articulated, well-known, and well-integrated belief

statements that drive all they do.

● St. Pascal Regional School is committed to meeting the individual needs of students. This is

specifically demonstrated through their Individual Learning Plans, the dedication and

knowledge of staff, and ongoing curriculum development.

● St. Pascal Regional School’s communication with staff and stakeholders is excellent.

● The students at St. Pascal Regional School demonstrate excellent behavior based in part on

the effective classroom management provided by teachers and the high expectations of the

school.

● Families and students are happy and grateful for St. Pascal Regional School; the quality of

staff; academic quality, and its faith-filled, caring environment.

Equity Update

We have worked hard on our individual learning plans to bring them to the next level. Teachers

wrote personalized math and reading goals and social-emotional goals for every student at our

school. Please check out this PD I put together about how to create individual learning plan for

students that explains the process and the rigor at St. Pascal Regional.

Inna Collier Paske, Principal

Email: Icollierpaske2stpascalschool.org; phone: 651-432-4970

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hPnBaNIVAkZgWBkvisJaVOlEmKKmufHx/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113952060588577249366&rtpof=true&sd=true

