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Blessing and Challenge in Mission:
● Thanks to Kay and the Academy team for submitting Ascension’s ECLC application in

September, we are so excited to add an ECLC at Ascension!
● We have yet to have the inspection(s) that follow an application submission, so we’re

cautiously optimistic that we will be able to move ahead as planned and open our ECLC with
pre-K scholars in January.

Blessing and Challenge for Scholars:
● After about a four year hiatus we were able to bring sports teams back to Ascension this

school year and about 30 scholars participated on our volleyball and soccer teams.
● New scholars starting at Ascension can experience challenges as they adjust to our

environment, and not just with the kindergartners, but it can be challenging for older scholars
too… behavior expectations, how we respond to poor choices, etc.

○ I left the above statement the same because acclimating new scholars to Ascension,
and reacclimating returning scholars to Ascension has been a significant challenge this
school year.

Blessing and Challenge for Staff:
● It shouldn’t, but it still amazes me how we all come together to support each other when our

organization is in need (we’ve had a lot of staff out sick over the last couple of weeks).
Subbing when teachers are out, covering an extra recess or bus duty to support a colleague in
need, and/or just receiving a handwritten note from a colleague letting you know how much
they care for and appreciate you. We’re far from perfect, but I’m humbled by and grateful for
the compassion our team exhibits every day.

Blessing and Challenge in Parent and Community Involvement:
● Relationships, relationships, relationships… I’ve participated in more than a few hard

conversations with parents over the last month or so, but I’ve gone into those conversations
truly believing that we all want the same thing for their scholar(s) and we will find common
ground with one another. The path to that end is not always easy; however, I wouldn’t trade the
parent engagement for an easier path.

Academic Update:
● Natalie Major continues to do a fantastic job structuring our PLCs, observing teachers and

providing actionable feedback. Katie Hayes Antelo continues to work closely with us as we
move from our phase one implementation of school success for the first six weeks of school
(strong start foundations: aligned lessons, scholar-facing objectives, classroom routines and
procedures, classroom layout, and ILP creation), and into phase two for the next eight to nine
weeks of instruction. ELA and math curriculum implementation are progressing well, and the
Believe and Read implementation is also off to a great start.



Distance Learning Update:
● We are no longer quarantining classes, only individuals who test positive for COVID are

required to quarantine. There is currently no Distance Learning option at Ascension. Like all
schools, we will continue to monitor the pandemic and if circumstances dictate, we will
re-evaluate our decision at that time.

Equity Update:
● Now that our ILPs (Individual Learning Plans) have been created for every scholar and we

have our fall MAP test results, teachers will begin creating and facilitating small group
instruction a minimum of twice per week in math or ELA. The approach we take with
grade-level whole-class instruction, and then provide in class small group instruction with
scholars based on the skills they need to work on (below, on, or above grade-level) is one of
the most educationally equitable things we do as an Academy.

Upcoming Events:
● November

○ 11/4… No School - (Staff PD Day)
○ 11/11… Veterans Day
○ 11/18… Fall Picture Retake Day
○ 11/23-25… Thanksgiving Break- No School

● December
○ 12/2… End of First Trimester
○ 12/9… No Buses
○ 12/19-30… No School - Christmas Break

● January
○ 1/2… Back to School
○ 1/16… No School - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
○ 1/9-26… Winter MAP Testing
○ 1/27… No School - (Staff PD Day)
○ 1/30… Catholic Schools’ Week


