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Dear Friends, 
We wish you could get to know each of our scholars. Nancia wants to be in every 
photo taken at Ascension School. There is Arsema at St. John Paul II who cried 
every day in kindergarten; now in third grade, she is always smiling and offering 
a helpful hand. And once Samira at St. Peter Claver gets to know you, she always 
greets you with a hug. Knowing our scholars and recognizing Jesus Christ in them 
helps to understand why all of us at Ascension Catholic Academy work tirelessly 
to give them the very best. 

As our Scholar Wheel shows, the children 
are at the center of everything we 
do. Find yourself on the wheel! 
Maybe you are a volunteer, a 
donor, someone who works 
for social justice or are a 
friend who prays for our 
scholars. Strong circles 
help us accomplish our 
mission: A beacon of 
innovative, inclusive 
urban Catholic 
education where 
scholars soar as 
beloved children of 
God and communities 
prosper.

Several new initiatives and 
partnerships were highlights 
of 2018-19. The Higher Powered 
Learning Program, a project with the 
University of Notre Dame,  is helping us 
to individualize learning by combining traditional 
classroom work with online and group study components. The results in our 
pilot classrooms at Ascension and St. John Paul II schools were astounding. For 
example: 7th graders at JPII made 2¼ years of growth in reading and 1½ years in 
math in one school year. 

At St. Peter Claver, our partnership with Groves Academy is helping us more 
effectively teach literacy, and it shows: Our 2nd graders advanced in reading at 
more than double the national average. 

Thank you for all you do for our Ascension Catholic Academy schools!  Let us 
know if you’d like to visit and meet some of the amazing scholars who inspire us 
all.

In gratitude,  

Fr. Dale Korogi	 Patricia Stromen 
Executive Director	 President

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  ACAMN.ORG



100%
of 2015 graduates we 

were able to locate  
got their high school 

diplomas *

271
people joined us  

as first-time givers

59 8th grade
Academy 
graduates 

St. Peter Claver’s Class of 2019 with Dr. Josie Johnson, Academy 
Board Member and civil rights activist; Debbie Montgomery,  
St. Paul’s first female police officer and St. Peter Claver parishioner; 
and Archbishop Bernard Hebda.

37% 
of our teachers 
have a Master’s 

degree

898
people  

made a gift 

* Includes one JPII alum who  
is still working on it.

Two St. Peter Claver  
alum could not be located.

Scholar retention:

St. John Paul II

94%
Ascension

90%
St. Peter Claver

74%



One sure sign of a successful organization is being approached by other groups to form 
partnerships. Some Ascension Catholic Academy partnerships go back 30 years, while others 
are in the process of coming together. Regardless, Academy leadership is very strategic about 
using and maximizing our partner relationships.  We evaluate all programs to ensure that they are 
mission-aligned, add value and are sustainable. Here is a look at some of the organizations that 
work with us.

Partners in our circle 
Bethel College	 2	 St. Peter Claver	 Nursing, social work interns	 Expand partnership	
			   teach and tutor	 to other Academy schools

Catholic Charities	 Many	 Ascension and 	 Provide social worker, funded	 Expand to St. Peter Claver
		  St. John Paul II	 through Federal Title Services, grants

Catholic Tutor Corps 	 Many	 St. John Paul II	 Committed group of reading	 Expand tutoring to   
			   and math tutors	 after school program

Cristo Rey High School	 3	 Academy-wide	 Tutors, education assistants	 Develop training program

City Connects	 4	 Academy-wide	 Provides counseling and social	 Expand program
			   service support to individualize	 to include family	
			   our social-emotional learning plans	 engagement

Groves Literacy	 2	 St. Peter Claver	 Curriculum and instructional	 Expand coaching
Project			   resource on literacy education 	 to all of our schools

MacPhail School	 30	 Ascension	 Stringed-instrument lessons,	 Engage at other 
of Music			   orchestra experience	 Academy schools

MN Comeback	 2	 Academy-wide	 Provides professional	 Take advantage
			   development for teachers	 of opportunities to 
			   and talent management 	 collaborate with other 
			   training for administration	 high-performing schools  	
				    with similar demographics.

NAZ	 7	 Ascension	 Provides scholar and family support,	 Build upon status  
			   is a connector on enrollment, social	 as NAZ Anchor School;   
			   services and out-of-school programs.	 serve more NAZ families

PaR Systems	 2	 Academy-wide	 STEM resources and	 Offer robotics
			   professional development	 at all three schools

Reading Partners	 2	 Ascension	 Literacy tutoring	 Recruit and retain 
				    more volunteers

Teach for Christ	 3	 Academy-wide	 Educational assistants work	 Continue to increase 
			   with classroom teachers	 number in classrooms

University 	 2	 St. John Paul II,	 Higher Powered Learning Program:	 Expand to classes  
of Notre Dame		  Ascension	 Curriculum and instructional 	 at St. Peter Claver
			   resource on individualized learning.

University	 2	 Academy-wide	 Shares facilities, provides 	 Explore all connections
of St. Thomas			   tutors, mentors, professional	 available for mutually
			   development opportunities	 beneficial relationship

	 Partner	 Number	 School 	 How the Academy	 Vision for 		
	 	 of years	 involved	 benefits	 the Future



Quentin Moore brings a unique 
perspective to the Ascension Catholic 

Academy Board: He is an alumni of 
Ascension School. With a degree in 
advertising from the University of St. Thomas, 
Quentin is now Director of Major Giving at 
the YMCA of the Greater Twin Cities.

How has the education you received at 
Ascension guided your life personally and 
professionally?
The education at Ascension was top-notch. 
More important, were the intangibles I 
gained at Ascension: How to communicate 
effectively, how to work as a team, and 
how faith can carry you a long way. My 
immediate siblings and I all graduated 
from Ascension, and the caring adults, 
mentors, and lifelong friends we gained are 
immeasurable. 
What is special about Ascension and the 
other Academy schools?  
They steer a scholar’s moral compass to 
be more compassionate, empathic and 
responsible and teach them to lead with 
integrity. These intangibles, combined 
with an education that is personalized 
and rigorous, provide scholars with a 
leg up compared with other schools. 
They produce high-caliber, emotionally 
intelligent students on their way to better 
our society. 
Why are you devoting your time and 
expertise to the ACA Board?
I believe in the scholars and their families, 
I trust the leadership and staff, and I know 
that life isn’t about what you get but it’s 
about what you give. 
How would young alum like you benefit 
from getting involved? 
Knowing you’re helping a scholar, a family, 
on their journey to a successful future is a 
great feeling. Also, volunteering provides 
you a new network of leaders in your 
community to learn from and engage 
with. These individuals will recognize your 
commitment and ultimately help you 
achieve your goals professionally and 
personally. I would encourage all alum 
to give something, whether that’s time, 
money, or talent. I know all the schools 
could use it. I would also remind folks that 
every little bit counts. Nothing you give is 
too big or too small. 

Quentin 
Moore:
From a seat  
in the classroom 
to a seat on  
the board.

t Quentin visited Ascension’s Kiddie 
Karnival, an event he enjoyed as an 
Ascension scholar.



Note that this is the budget for the entire Academy, which combines Ascension, St. John Paul II and St. Peter Claver 
schools with the Academy Central Operations. Specifics of each school’s financials are available to download on 
their websites under the “Our Funding” tab.

Income
	 2018-19	 2019-20
	 actual	 budgeted
	 (audit in progress)

Regular Income	 $848,933	 $852,775
Special Income	 4,489,468	 4,964,100
Fund Raisers	 37,155	 45,450
Cafeteria	 290,444	 311,425
Athletics	 3,630	 3,000
Misc.	 *179,535	 18,275
SLAM	 150,244	 184,000
TOTAL INCOME	 $5,999,409	 $6,379,025
*includes $160,000 transferred from JPII pre-Academy accounts.  

Expenses
Salaries	 $4,102,382	 $4,353,931
Benefits	 817,110	 893,857
Administration	 261,636	 310,695
Advancement 	 63,322	 73,850
Academic	 45,469	 99,000
Athletic	 6,968	 7,500
Utilities	 219,564	 222,640
Repair and Maintenance	 78,063	 69,200
Insurance and Assessments	 73,146	 47,850
Misc.	 4,296	 3,300
Cafeteria	 288,876	 266,400
SLAM (non-salary)	 35,495	 29,500
TOTAL EXPENSE		  $5,995,428	 $6,377,723

NET INCOME	 $3,981	 $1,302	

Ascension Catholic Academy is fiscally conservative, with 86% of our 

expenditures going to salaries and benefits. Of our income, a vast majority 

— 90% — comes as gifts from individuals, partner parishes and foundations.

Our Financials

INCOME

EXPENSES

Your gifts, grants, 
Catholic Services Appeal, 

partner parishes 
90%

Salaries 
and benefits 

82%

What our families can pay 
through tuition and fees 

3%
Cafeteria

5%

SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISERS 1%

MISC 1%

Academic supplies  
3%

Fundraising
5%

MAINTENANCE  
AND INSURANCE 5%

FOOD SERVICE 5%

“I support St. John Paul II Catholic School because, being a cradle Catholic, my 

own experience from K through Minneapolis Visitation, Regina and Creighton 

University helped to make me the dedicated Catholic I am today.” Jane McNeill



Thanks to each of you for the support you have given to St. Peter Claver, St. John Paul II, Ascension School, 
Ascension Catholic Academy Central Operations, Ascension Parish or Friends of Ascension.  
Our donors are separated into two lists:

•	 Donors to a school, the Academy and Friends of Ascension Catholic School, a separate 501(c)3 that directs gifts 
to Ascension Catholic School’s Annual Fund.

•	 Donors to Ascension Parish; the Academy is the largest ministry of the parish. 

There are many others who have given gifts of less than $100. They aren’t listed, but their generosity is valued just the 
same. If there are errors in this list, please let us know by calling Debra Burgess at 612.424.6209.

Our Supporters

$500,000 and above
GHR Foundation.............................. ACA, A, JP, C

$100,00 to $499,999
Catholic Services  
Appeal Foundation..................................  A, JP, C
Ciresi Walburn Foundation.........................   ACA
I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation..................  ACA
Sea Foam Sales Company................................  A
Whitney & Elizabeth  
MacMillan Foundation......................................  A
Doug and Sandy Milroy................................ JP, C
John and Susan Morrison...........................  FOA
Gregory Page..................................................... A
Warren and Mary Lynn Staley..................... A, JP 
 

$50,000  to $99,999
Aim Higher Foundation...........................  A, JP, C
Anonymous....................................................... A
Anonymous................................................... FOA
Catholic Community Foundation...........  A, JP, C
Lenzmeier Family Foundation..........................  A
Ivan Bowen Family Foundation........................  A
Sauer Family Foundation..................................  C
Len and Marge Busch.......................................  A
Mary Joanne Feltl........................................... JP 
Ursula Goebel...............................................  FOA
 

$10,000 to $49,999
Anonymous....................................................... A
Anonymous....................................................... A
Center for Mission...................................  A, JP, C
Basilica of Saint Mary.......................................  A
Catholic Schools Center of Excellence........  A, C
Church of Our Lady of Grace, through special
 school and parish initiatives......................... JP 
Church of the Assumption................................  C
Culp Family Foundation....................................  A
Dave and Nicole Hoover..............................  FOA
Friends of Pope John Paul II.......................... JP 
Haggerty Family Foundation............................  A
Holy Name of Jesus.................................  A, FOA
Jerome J & Ursula 
 Choromanski Foundation.......................... A, JP 

Kent Family Charitable Trust..................  A, JP, C
LeJeune Family Foundation.............................  A
Longview Foundation..................................... JP 
Mark and Karen  
Rauenhorst Family Foundation...............  A, FOA
Nilles Family Fund............................................. A
Our Lady of Lourdes..................................... JP, C
Pax Christi Catholic Community......................  A
Smikis Foundation............................................ A
St. Agnes Catholic  
 Education Foundation............................  A, JP, C
UBS Business Solutions US LLC.................  FOA
Wittnam Memorial Fund  
 Selected by Archbishop Hebda.......................  C
Keith and Mary Bednarowski...................  FOA, C
Marni and Chuck Bond................................  FOA
Michael and Mary Cole.....................................  C
Albert and Susan Colianni.............. A, FOA, JP, C
Jan M. Conlin and Eugene Goetz................  FOA
Ron and Joan Cornwell.....................................  A
Thomas and Marianne Davis.......................  FOA
David and Miriam Gannon.......................  A, FOA
Robert Healy...................................................... A
Stephen Imholte  
 and Rachael Scherer.......................... FOA, JP, C
Benjamin Jaffray......................................  A, FOA
Patrick and Angela Mahoney..............  A, FOA, C
Colleen and Michael Malone.......................  FOA
Daniel and Sheryl Moran................................ JP 
Diane and Donal Mulligan............................... JP 
Fr. William Murtaugh......................................... A
F. Gerald and Monica Nilles..............................  A
Anne and Chris Policinski.................................  A
Catherine Rashid..........................................  FOA
Sharon and Robert Ryan......................  ACA, A, C
Gary and Pat Sauer...........................................  C
Floyd and Shirley Schneider.............................  A
Steven and Patricia Schreiber........................ JP 
Susan Schwalbach...........................................  C

$5,000 to $9,999
All Saints Catholic Church and School............  C
Cannon Family Foundation..............................  A
Harry L. and Janet M. Kitselman 
 Charitable Foundation.....................................  A
Henderickson Family Fund...............................  A
Hormel Food Corporation............................... JP 

OLG Men’s Club............................................... JP 
Olga B. Hart Education Foundation Trust........  A
Opus Group........................................................ A
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church...................... JP
Philip and Katherine Nason Fund....................  A 
Robert and Dolores Buril Foundation..............  A
Weiser Family Foundation................................  C
Paul and Mary Kay Bergeron............................  A 
Rev. John Brandes.......................................... JP
Christopher and Katherine Crosby...............  A, C
Jacquelyn Duff.................................................. A
Ellen Gallagher.............................................. A, C
Eugene and Terese Haak................................ JP 
Richard and Kathleen Hanousek......................  A 
Michael and Bonnie Hayden........................... JP
James and Jan Kunz........................................  A
Thomas and Mary Geraldine Lee.....................  A
Al and Michelle Miller........................................  C
Timothy and Francine O’Brien..........................  A
Tom and Andrea Oden.................................... JP
Ronald and Kimberly Price...............................  C 
David and Karen Quinby...................................  A 
Colleen Ryan and Tom Merz.............................  A 
Frederick Schilling and Debra Hamilton..........  C 
Sarah and Daniel Schumacher....................... JP
Jill Schurtz and Beth Ford...........................  FOA
Allen and Diane Volkenant.......................  ACA, A
John Wallerius................................................... A
William and Kathleen Wanner..........................  A
Karen Winter...................................................... A
Paul and Becky Zech................................... JP, C 

$1,000 to $4,999
Carolyn Foundation......................................  FOA
Catholic United Financial.......................  A, JP, C 
Church Of Saint Peter Claver............................  C 
Church of St. Anthony of Padua 
 NE Area Holy Name Clubs............................. JP
Church of the Holy Cross*.............................. JP
Delta Airlines Foundation............................  FOA
Feeding Hungry Families................................ JP
League of Catholic Women............................ JP
Louis & Mary Kay Smith  
 Family Foundation Inc................................  FOA
Medtronic Foundation......................................  C 
Minnesota Independent School Forum...........  A 
Mortenson Family Foundation....................  FOA

ACA = Gift to Ascension Catholic Academy Central Operations, A = Ascension School, FOA = Friends of Ascension Catholic School; JP = St. 
John Paul II School; C = St. Peter Claver School. Listing category is total giving for the 2018-19 fiscal year (July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2019)

Donors to Ascension Catholic Academy, our schools, 
and/or Friends of Ascension Catholic School

*Holy Cross also provides JPII rent-free use of the school on its campus.



$1000 to $4,999 
(continued)
Siwek Lumber & Millwork Inc......................... JP
SS Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church........JP
St Boniface Benevolent Society......................JP
Stroh Family Foundation...................................A 
Summer Fund.................................................A, C 
Truist.............................................................A, JP
Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels 
 and Cremation Services..................................JP
Women’s Club of St Hedwig........................... JP
YourCause, LLC..................................  A, FOA, JP
Aaron and Courtney Anderson.........................  A 
Annette Atkins and Tom Joyce........................  A 
Andrea Austin.................................................... A 
David and Mary Jo Bangasser.........................  A 
James and Jean Becker................................. JP
James Behrendt................................................ A 
Patrick and Colleen Bollom..............................  C 
Scott and Nancy Bonnema...............................  A 
Roselynn Bowe and Charles Kuivenen............  A 
Richard and Karen Braun..................................  A 
Valerie and Walter Broughton......................... JP
Tyrone and Delia Bujold....................................  A 
Robert and Gail Buuck......................................  A 
Jeffrey and Cathleen Cachat.......................... JP
Joanne Case...................................................... A 
James and Mary Cavanaugh.......................  FOA
Roger and Janice Cloutier................................  A 
John Coleman................................................... A 
Patricia Conlin..........................................  A, FOA
Timothy Connolly.............................................. A 
Margaret and William Conroy..................... A, JP
Peter and Jeanne Crain....................................  A 
Julie and Douglas Craven............................... JP
Robert and Teri Crosby................................... JP
Mark and Linda Dalsin......................................  A 
Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton.......................  A 
Ann Dayton.................................................... A, C 
Stephen and Nikki Dobbs............................... JP
Mary Ellen Doherty............................................ A 
Darrin and Jane Eilertson............................... JP
Leon and Joan Eliason.....................................  A 
Scott and Kiki Erickson................................... JP
Carolin Faytle..................................................... A 
Fr. Kevin Finnegan........................................ JP, C 
Janice Frakie................................................A, JP
Charlotte Fransen and Thomas Charland........  A 
Beth and Larry Frye......................................... JP
Robert and Phyllis Galarneault.........................  A 
Sharon and Craig Gifford..................................  A 
Ronald Gilman................................................... A 
James Glatzmaier............................................JP
Thomas and Sandra Glodek....................... A, JP
Joseph Green and Trudi Anderson...................  A 
Robert and James Hargarten...........................  A 
† Lucy Hartwell.................................................. A 
Kathleen Hawkinson.........................................  A 
D. Mark and Bonnie Hector...............................  A 
Jay and Signe Heffern.................................... JP
Lawrence Hendrickson 
 and Barbara Forster..........................................A 
Paul and Kristi Herro........................................JP
Norman and Ann Hoffman................................A 
Fr. Spencer Howe............................................ JP
Roger and Suasanne Hoy............................... JP
Gerald Hulbert................................................... A 
Richard and Carol Irmiter..................................  A 
Linda Jackson................................................. JP
Louise and James Jacobs................................  A 

Rosemary and Bud Janousek........................ JP
Josie Johnson.............................................. JP, C 
Ken and Pat Johnson........................................  A 
Mary Kay and Peter Keers................................  A 
Michael Kehoss and 
 Patricia Marek-Kehoss.....................................  A 
Charles and Emily Kelley..................................  A 
Dan and Lil Kelley.............................................. A 
Janet King....................................................  FOA
Fr. Dale Korogi.........................................  A, JP, C 
Lyle Koski...........................................................  C 
Richard and Beverly Kowalik.......................... JP
Pat and †Bob Kramer...................................... JP
Kathy Kyle.......................................................... A 
Jeff and Christina Larson............................... JP
Laurence and Jean LeJeune............................  A 
Allen and Kathleen Lenzmeier..........................  A 
Michael Lindsay and Judee Arnstein........... FOA
Robert Litwinczak........................................... JP
Fr. Erik Lundgren............................................. JP
Peter and Heather Lynch................................ JP
Mr. and Mrs. George MacDonald......................  A 
JoAnne Manthe................................................. A 
Mary Marso.......................................................  C 
Timothy and Patricia Mauren...........................  A 
Camille and Michael McCann...........................  A 
John and Jane McNeill................................... JP
William and Kay McReavy.............................. JP
Patricia Medlo................................................. JP
David Mertesdorf.............................................. A 
Thomas and Rosemary Meyer.........................  A 
Dr. Timothy G. Miley and Dr. Mary Miley.....  FOA
Richard Miller.................................................... A 
Aurora Morafka............................................. A, C 
Christina and Jason Mosakowski.................. JP
James and Karen Mosakowski...................... JP
Joseph and Kathleen Mucha............................  A 
James and Mary Nash......................................  C 
Lindsay and Haig Newton............................... JP
Dr. Nancy Norling.............................................. A 
Effendi Ortiz-Toro.............................................. A 
Iris Osekowsky .................................................  C 
John and Roswitha Ossanna...........................  A 
Gregory and Margaret Palen............................  A 
Karen Parkhil..................................................... A 
Thomas and Alison Peick.................................  A 
Dick and Nancy Perrine.............................. A, JP
Amanda Peters................................................ JP
Cynthia and Addison Piper...............................  A 
William and Freweini Poynton..........................  C 
Juliana and Kenneth Provonici........................  A 
Patrick and Mary Regan............................. A, JP
Michael and Mimi Rohlfson............................ JP
Neal and Susan Rohlik......................................  C 
Sharon and James Roney.................................  A 
James and Mary Rusin................................. A, C 
Ellen Ryan.......................................................... A 
Patricia Ryan................................................  FOA
Roger and Irma Scherer....................................  C 
Patricia Schmitz and Alex Dietz.......................  A 
Michael Schneider...................................  A, FOA
Glenn Shifflet and Sue Wick.............................  A 
Cal and Sandy Simmons...................................  A 
†Fr. Earl Simonson.......................................... JP
David and Frances Sinnott...............................  A 
Griffin Smith...................................................... A 
Gloria and Phillip Smith....................................  A 
Howard and Tillie Stacker.................................  A 
Kathleen Standing........................................  FOA
Patricia Stromen.....................................ACA, JP
Mark and Julie Sullivan................................... JP

Stephen and Susan Theissen......................... JP
Ann and Taige Thornton...................................  A 
Maureen and Joseph Trenary......................... JP
Noelle Turner..................................................... A 
Thérèse VanBlarcom....................................  FOA
Kathleen B. Watters.......................................... A 
Ellen Watters..................................................... A 
Patricia Wehr..................................................... A 
Mark and Catherine Welna............................. JP
Benson and Mary Whitney...........................  FOA
Frederick and Eleanor Winston...................  FOA
Robert and Barbara Woodruff..........................  C
Richard and Jane Zimmermann.......................  A
Richard and René Zona....................................  A

$500 to $999
Benevity............................................................. A  
Humboldt Family Foundation...........................  C 
Jax Cafe........................................................... JP
Saint Bridget Catholic Church........................ JP
Siwek Lumber Jordon, Inc.............................. JP
Susan and John Ryan Charitable Fund......  FOA
Trucker Buddy International, Inc......................  C 
Bruce and Carla Adams....................................  A 
Dennis and Lorie Archambault....................... JP
John and Karen Arkesteyn...............................  A 
Mary Asp.......................................................... JP
William and Mary Lee Attea..............................  A 
Lenora Austin....................................................  C 
David and Christina Barberot......................... JP
Lori and Matt Brumbaugh............................... JP
Lynn Burn........................................................... A 
Isaac Carter....................................................... A 
Marilyn Colianni.......................................  ACA, C 
Thomas and Lori Commerford....................... JP
Steve and Amy Culbert................................... JP
John and Mary Delaney....................................  A 
Thomas DeMars................................................ A 
Julie Ditter.........................................................  C 
David and Rita Dominguez...............................  A 
Gregg and Diane Elliott.....................................  A 
Helen Elsen...................................................... JP
Bill and Susan Engel....................................  FOA
Ben and Peggy Fellows.....................................  C 
John and Maureen Fischer............................. JP
David Fogarty.................................................... A 
Mary and Paul Freeman....................................  A 
Timothy and Jenifer Garvey........................... JP
Anthony and Sharon Gervino...........................  A 
Gail Gibo........................................................ A, C 
Patrick Golden................................................... A 
Paul and Kathleen Gorzycki........................... JP
William and Jeanne Grandy..............................  A 
John and Gretchen Healy.................................  C 
Timothy and Patricia Hillmeyer...................... JP
Michael and Jeanne Hollerich..........................  A 
Ellan Howley...................................................... A 
Margaret Hoye................................................... A 
William Huebsch and Mark Hakomaki.............  A 
Mary Ingebrand-Pohlad....................................  A 
James and Maureen Johnson..........................  A 
Jane Johnson.................................................... A 
Wayne and Kathleen Johnston........................  A 
John Keyes...................................................  FOA
Kelly and Kyle Kirsch...................................... JP
Bruce and Susan Kleven................................. JP
Jamie and Tim Kocourek..................................  A 
Melissa Koenig.................................................. A 
Christopher LaBounty.......................................  A 
Suzanne and Andrew LeFevour........................  A 

ACA = Gift to Ascension Catholic Academy Central Operations, A = Ascension School, FOA = Friends of Ascension Catholic School; JP = St. 
John Paul II School; C = St. Peter Claver School. Listing category is total giving for the 2018-19 fiscal year (July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2019)



Margaret Lewis.........................................  A, FOA
Barbara and Barry Lieske.............................  ACA
†Thomas Madison............................................ A 
Fr. John M. Malone........................................... A 
Jim and Meg Mannix........................................  A 
Joel and Lois Maturi....................................... JP
Patrick McDonough and Karen Steele.............  C 
 Lawrence and Andrea McGough................... JP
James McMahon.............................................. A 
William and Marta Melin...................................  A 
Quentin and Janae Moore................................  A 
Shawn and Amy Murnan................................ JP
Joseph and Judith Neumeier...........................  A 
Michael and Cheri Nispel..................................  A 
David and Mary Beth O’Brien............................  C 
James O’Meara................................................. A 
James and Donna Oricchio..............................  C 

Mark and Donna Peloquin.............................. JP
Raj and Marie Pillai......................................... JP
Gregory and Mary Poferl...................................  C 
Steve and Jahnelle Reed..................................  A 
Kenneth and Gail Schild...............................  ACA
David Schoenecker......................................... JP
Fredrick and Heidi Senn....................................  A 
Gregory and Barbara Smith..............................  A 
James and Sylvia Stokes..................................  A 
David Thompson  
 and Ann Eilbracht Thompson........................ JP
Robert and Linda Tomaschko..........................  A 
Michael and Michelle Traeger..........................  C 
Loi and Christina Tran..................................... JP
Randy and Sarah Trask................................... JP
Donald and Joyce Trebisovsky.........................  A 
Karen Viskochil................................................. A 

‘I love seeing the light-bulb moments’
When Twink LaFave heard that St. Peter Claver Catholic 
School needed tutors, she thought, “I can do that.” She 
figured raising four children gave her the qualifications. “I 
treat them like I treated my own kids,” she said. Over the past 
three years, she has helped in the kindergarten classroom, 
and she has read and tutored in the after-school program.

What moment stands out for you in all your time volunteering?
One day it was raining when I arrived. The scholars were on the 
playground, and a 5th grader ran over and said, “You can have my 
coat.” The girl took off her coat and held it over my head. She was 
soaked by the time we got to the door, but she wanted to keep me dry.

What’s it like volunteering at St. Peter Claver?
It’s something totally other than my regular life. Being here is totally 
different from what I normally do. It’s like fly fishing in a Wisconsin stream. I 
can forget everything and be totally engrossed.

VOLUNTEER PROFILE Twink LaFave
Ed and Virginia Vizard..................................... JP
John and Donna Ward.................................... JP
Richard and Susan Ward................................ JP
Nora and Charles Watts.................................. JP
Maximillion and Mary Anne Wexler..................  A

$100 to $499 
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ST. JOHN PAUL II 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
johnpaulschoolmn.org
1630 4th St. NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413

Principal Tricia Menzhuber
Enrollment ......................... 128
Qualify for free/ 
reduced lunch*................. 87%
Scholars of color .............. 91%
English learners................. 63%
Catholic............................. 85%

ASCENSION 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
ascensionschoolmn.org
1726 Dupont Ave. N
Minneapolis, MN 55411

Principal Benito Matias
Enrollment ......................... 320
Qualify for free/ 
reduced lunch* ................ 71%
Scholars of color .............. 97%
English learners................. 23%
Catholic............................. 36%

ST. PETER CLAVER 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
stpclaverschool.org
17060 W. Central Ave. 
Saint Paul, MN 55104

Principal Terese Shimshock
Enrollment ........................... 79
Qualify for free/ 
reduced lunch* ................ 75%
Scholars of color ............ 100%
English learners...................... 0
Catholic............................. 30%

For Taniysha, being part of St. Peter Claver Catholic School’s award-
winning Step Team is about leadership. This is the 7th grader’s second 
year on the team. As a result of the team’s third-place performance 
at a talent competition for Catholic Schools groups last year, other 
schools have become interested in adding step teams to their 
extracurricular offerings. “We started something,” she said. 
The team offers a chance for everyone to be a leader and for all 
members to learn leadership skills. 
Taniysha transferred to St. Peter Claver School when she started 5th 
grade.  She and her three siblings had attended Ascension Catholic 
School in Minneapolis before that, but St. Peter Claver was closer to her 
home.  Her favorite subject is language arts because she enjoys poetry 
and creative writing. She also loves to play basketball, and she has 
earned the nickname “Tank” for her tenacity on the court. 
She plans to attend Cretin-Derham Hall High School and play 
basketball there. Eventually, she hopes to become a pediatrician or 
psychologist. 
Taniysha enjoys learning about and practicing her faith at school.  
“I like how we go to mass,” she said. “We really need to have God in 
our learning systems now. God helps you get through situations you 
can’t get through yourself.”

Taniysha is stepping 
into a leadership role

* A family of four qualifies for free 
or reduced lunch if annual income is 
less than $33,475.


