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You empower excellence, faith and hope

Dear Friends, Your commitment to providing access

Q
Hope is alive in North and Northeast \) (/ ASCENSION 12 rigorous, Catholic education opens
; . . CATHOLIC ACADEMY iti
Minneapolis as well as in the Rondo and ’) Yo doors to opportunities that would

East Side neighborhoods of St. Paul. otherwise be out of their reach. May

Your dedication to our scholars and families is truly your efforts to instill hope also bring

heartwarming and inspiring. hope for the future of our communities, our country, and
our world.

Because of you, our scholars find hope in their

relationship with God and the knowledge that they are e are so grateful for you. Thank you!
beloved children of God. You provide them with the Peace,

hope of a future that includes a high school diploma,

post-secondary education, and a voice in civic affairs. . i "' )
: ! Kpsman_

You give them hope for a future free from the multi- A/?/V
generational and situational poverty that many of
them face, offering a pathway to thriving wages and Fr. Dale Korogi Patricia Stromen
meaningful careers. Executive Director President
Tlhenk o o heleis 7 Twins Arseniy and Anna arrived in
= J beochels Minnesota with their parents during
T WS T ke dhox AUer® S5 L ' ] the summer of 2022, emigrating to
=g 0d_dnay hele g mece 2t “  the United States to escape war-torn
sheve 2 Ukraine. They enrolled in 7th grade at St.
J - opoud mamet faI’I i Mary Ellen Doherty met Eduardo on the first day of school and helped him
7 Vra e benefitted from the first year of JPII's hi lies in the brober blaces
el . Newcomer Experience, which eases the puthis supplies in the proper p '
il cy, TS way for scholars and families

W " e to this country, Why wait? Reading Corps tutor
R, Thoveorthey are takes a leave and dives right in

making their way toward

J graduation as 8th Mary Ellen Doherty was discussing why she took a leave of absence from her
-> graders. Principal Tricia job to join Reading Corps when a young scholar appeared and wrapped her in a
. Menzhuber appreciates hug. No further explanation needed!

their sense of humor and Doherty taught biology for 12 years at Normandale Cqmmgnity College in
says both are very strong BIoomlngton and felt ready‘for a change. She saw an item in the Church of the
. Ascension newsletter seeking people to work at Ascension Catholic School
academically. helping children learn to read. She first thought that it would be a good challenge
during retirement. Her second thought was, why wait?

She is assigned to a first grade class where she does “anything | can to get them
to improve their reading ability.”

The challenge is keeping the scholars’ attention. “They don't realize how
important reading is,” Doherty said. “They are at an age when they don't
understand the importance of what everyone is trying to teach them.”

Eduardo is one of the scholars she tutors. He is learning to speak English and to
read it at the same time. Recently, he began to recognize and read three-letter
words. Seeing his progress was wonderful, but seeing him celebrate his own
progress was even better, Doherty said.

“He was so excited,” she said. “He was shouting, ‘I love to read! “

ASCENSION

Catholic School

1726 Dupont Ave. N
Minneapolis, MN 55411

K-8 Enrollment: 313
Free/Reduced Lunch: 81%
Scholars of Color: 96%
Scholars Learning English: 13%
Scholars Who are Catholic: 15%

Principal: Benito Matias
ascensionschoolmn.org

C8' ST.JOHN PAUL 11
-n

1639 4th St. NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413

K-8 Enrollment: 196
Free/Reduced Lunch: 70%
Scholars of Color: 86%
Scholars Learning English: 72%
Scholars Who are Catholic: 92%

Principal: Tricia Menzhuber
johnpaulschoolmn.org

R E GI1I ON A L
ATHOLIC SCHOOL

& T PASCAL

1757 Conway St.
St. Paul, MN 55106

K-8 Enrollment: 113
Free/Reduced Lunch: 66%
Scholars of Color: 78%
Scholars Learning English: 6%
Scholars Who are Catholic: 72%

Principal: Inna Collier Paske
stpascalschool.org

@ SAINT PETER CLAVER

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

1060 Central Ave. W
St. Paul, MN 55104

K-8 Enrollment: 89
Free/Reduced Lunch: 82%
Scholars of Color: 98%
Scholars Learning English: 1%
Scholars Who are Catholic: 9%

Principal: Terese Shimshock
stpclaverschool.org




BOARD MEMBER PROFILE: JERRY KAREL

From St. Pascal scholar
to member of the board

Jerry Karel remembers fondly
his time as a scholar at what
was then called St. Pascal
Baylon Catholic School on St.
Paul’'s East Side.

“St. Pascal Grade School really
established a firm foundation
for me when | was a youth,”
remembers Karel. “| was able to
develop spiritually, academically,
socially and even athletically. And | made
life-long friends.”

Little did Karel realize at the time he was
a student what an integral role he would
play in the school’s future.

A 1972 graduate of St. Pascal and a
current Ascension Catholic Academy
(ACA) board member, Karel got his
undergraduate degree from St. Mary’s
College (now University) in Winona and a
graduate degree in Operations Research
from Stanford University. Following a stint
at Bell Laboratories, he embarked on a 32-
year career at 3M before retiring in 2017.
His cousin, Steve Karel, recruited Jerry to
join the board at St. Pascal school, which
was navigating challenging times.

“During my time there, we went through a
few major transitions,” recalls Karel. “The
first involved our expanded role from a
parish school to a regional school (St.
Pascal Regional Catholic School). That is,

St. Paul.”

Karel, who today mentors and
coaches business leaders, says
he worked very closely with St.
Pascal Regional (SPR) Principal
Inna Collier Paske and other
stakeholders to help define the
school'’s vision.

‘ we became the Catholic grade
school for the entire East Side of

“Inna drove us to articulate the essence
of what kind of school we wanted to be
long term. So, we went through a process
involving parents, teachers and the board
to lay out the specifics of that initiative. In
the end, we had defined the key elements
under our four pillars of Believe, Love,
Learn and Connect.”

After becoming board chair for SPRin
2020, Karel helped lead the effort that
brought SPR into Ascension Catholic
Academy in 2022.

Karel sees SPR as an anchor for Catholic
education on the East Side, serving the
community “by enabling scholars to
develop their sense of values, community,
and spirituality while also providing an
excellent education in the core academic
areas. My hope now is that we continue
to move forward with a focus on our four
pillars so that many others can have a
wonderful experience like | did.”

2023-24 Ascension Catholic Academy Board

Gretchen Agee

Vice President, Asset
Management Administration,
Thrivent

Suzie Colianni
Community Volunteer

Fr. Christopher Collins
Ex-officio, Church of St. Peter
Claver Parochial Administrator

Pastor

Jan Conlin
Chair, Founding Partner,

Ciresi Conlin LLC .
Sharon Hill

Ann Dayton
Development Officer,
Carleton College

Kevin Deegan
Sr. Account Executive, Sedgwick

Mary Ann Dorsher
Independent Education
Management Professional

Fr. Kevin Finnegan
Ex-officio, Our Lady of Grace

David Gannon
Managing Partner, UBS
Ascension parishioner

Senior Vice President, Federal
Reserve Bank of Minneapolis

Fr. Spencer Howe
Ex-officio, Holy Cross Pastor

Stephen Imholte
Imholte Strategic Consulting

Dr. Josie Johnson
Emeritus, Civil Rights activist

Jerry Karel

Independent Advisor, Mentor

and Consultant; Strategic Advisor
at Menttium

Fr. Dale Korogi
Academy Executive Director,
Church of the Ascension Pastor

FAVORITE TEACHER

Mr. Crone was the middle
school English Teacher.
He really was excellent at
teaching proper grammar
and sentence structure.
Sister Carmeline was
also very memorable. She
was a little kooky, but in a
fun way. And she was an
excellent middle school
math teacher.

FAVORITE MEMORY

| remember doing a
multi-page term paper on
Robert F. Kennedy. | had to
do a lot of research using
multiple sources in the
library, and, of course, all
of these sources required
proper acknowledgment.
| was quite proud of the
result!

FAVORITE SPORT

We were quite a big
school at that time with
two full classrooms in
every grade. There were
a lot of good athletes.
We had enough kids

to fill several sports
teams. | played football,
basketball and baseball
for St. Pascal teams. I'm
not exactly sure which of
those was my favorite, but
| know that we did very
well in all of them!

Barry Lieske
Retired President,
DelaSalle High School

Fr. John Mitchell

Ex-officio, St. Pascal Baylon Pastor

Mark Rauenhorst
President, Marren
Properties, LLC

Sharon Ryan

Community Volunteer

Suzi Kim Scott

National Communications Leader

Patty Stromen
Ex-officio, Academy President

Our financials

Ascension Catholic Academy is fiscally conservative with 79% of our expenditures going to salaries and
benefits. Of our income, a vast majority — 90% — comes as gifts from individuals, partner parishes and
foundations. Scholar tuition and fees add up to 6% of our income.

TUITION AND FEES 6%
FOOD SERVICE 4%

2022-23 2023-24
Income actual budgeted
Regular Income $1,321,728 $1,547,414
Special Income 6,583,128 7,297,030
Fundraisers 34,020 39,150
Cafeteria 350,316 364,000
Athletics 6,270 4,500
Miscellaneous 23,761 20,000
SLAM 135,441 230,000
TOTAL INCOME $8,454,664 $9,502,094
Expenses
Salaries $5,598,795 $6,226,577
Benefits 1,046,833 1,325,468
Administration 351,295 438,786
Advancement 141,462 212,250
Academic 117,143 129,450
Athletics 6,385 4,500
Utilities 352,889 353,517
Repair and Maintenance 363,424 322,425
Insurance and Assessments 55,386 51,057
Miscellaneous 11,985 5,150
Cafeteria 401,421 418,450
SLAM (non-salary) 12,691 8,500
TOTAL EXPENSE $8,459,708 $9,496,129
NET INCOME -$5,045 $5,964

Note that this is the budget for the entire Academy, which combines
Ascension, St. John Paul |l, St. Pascal Regional and St. Peter Claver

Catholic Schools with the Academy Central Operations.

Ciresi Conlinwe

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS

PINE RIVER.

CAPITAL MANAGEMENT L.P.

2022-23 INCOME

SCHOOL FUNDRAISERS
AND MISC <1%

2022-23 EXPENSES

ACADEMIC SUPPLIES
FUNDRAISING 2% AND MISC 1%

ADMINISTRATION 4%
FOOD SERVICE 5%

MAINTENANCE

Q POHLAD

TRADITION

CAPITAL BANK



Our supporters

Thank you for your tremendous support and
generosity to Ascension Catholic Academy and our
schools: St. Peter Claver, St. John Paul Il, St. Pascal

Regional and Ascension.

Included in this list is every person or organization
that made a gift — monetary, in-kind or volunteer

Deborah Abeln
Dennis Ackerman

and Bernadette Russell
Carla Adams
Andrea Adornato
Gretchen Agee
John and Catherine Agee
Barbara Ahlstrom
Aim Higher Foundation
Mary and John Alden
Tina Alvir-Romero
Amazon Smile Foundation
American Family Employee Giving
Jeanette Andersen
Annette Anderson
Deborah Anderson and Edward Herzog
Evelyn Anderson
John and Judith Anderson
Karl Anderson
Kurt Anderson
Richard C. Anderson
Ted and Pauline Anderson
Thomas Anderson
RyleeAnn Andre
Jon Andresen
Mary Andrews
Mark and Angie Anthony
Erick Antonio De La Cruz
Donald Arbour
Don and Sue Armstrong
Carol and Fritz Arnason
Mary Asp
Eugene and Marjorie Audette
Andrea Austin
Lenora Austin
Paul Babekuhl
Looe and Mary Ann Baker
James and Roxanne Bakula
Douglas and Sayaka Ballinger
Rypa and Xarerine Bantari
Eleanor and James Baran

time — to us during Fiscal Year 22-23. Also listed are
those who supported Friends of Ascension Catholic
School, a separate 501(c)3 that directs gifts to
Ascension Catholic School’s Annual Fund.

You play a vital role in the success of our scholars.
We couldn't be more grateful' Thank you.

If there are errors in this list, please let us know by calling
Revalon Wesson at 612.424.6209.

We did not list anyone who made a gift anonymously.

Anita Barnett

Jerrice and Dennis Barrett
Charles Barry and Paula Peick
Thomas Barry

James Bartholomew

Paul Baszucki

Mary-Clare Bates

Fr. John Bauer

Mary Baumann

Jack Beaird

David and Caroline Beal

Ave and Tim Beaupre

Mary Beckfeld

Keith and Mary Bednarowski
Dale and Janet Beihoffer
Stephen Beisang

Mark Beltrand

William Bendt

Antoinette Bennaars

Keith Benson

Mitchell Benson

Mary Theresa Benson
Matthew Benson

Mary Kay and Paul Bergeron
Mary Ann and Gary Bergquist
Joel Bergstrom

Richard and Cathleen Bernard
John Bernier

Susanna Bertelsen

Chi-Chi Bestmann

Mary Bethke

Joseph and Mary Bianco and Family
Joseph and Eileen Biernat
James and Margaret Bird
John Birkland

ACA HIGH-SCHOOL SUPERSTARS

Ascension Catholic Academy schools prepare scholars for high school. Look no further
than high school graduation rates. Nearly 99 percent of Academy scholars have graduated
from high school since the Academy’s inception in 2016. * The graduation rates, however,
tell only a part of the story. While not every graduate is perfectly prepared for every

aspect of high school, Academy schools help scholars develop confidence, character and
social skills. In short, our schools Empower Excellence by providing a strong, faith-based
education and other tools to succeed in life after the Academy. « Nowhere is this better
illustrated than in the words of high school teachers and staff.

Diane and Lawrence Blake

Ric and Mary Jo Blanchard
Kathleen Blatz and Gregory Page
Jeffrey and Terry Blees

Lisa and Jule Block

Ann Bodensteiner

John and Mary Boege

Glen Boerboom

Elizabeth Boeser

Scott Boeser

Mary Boldischar

Judith and James Bolduc
Jonathan Boll

Mary Bolla

Scott and Nancy Bonnema
Mallory Bonpua

Judith Borg

B. L. and Lorrie Borglet

Robert and Kathleen Borgstrom
Ronald and Bernadine Borowiak
Annemarie Bossert

Robert and Phyllis Boudreau
Marie Bouley and Alan Ciesielczyk
Della Boutrous

Roselynn Bowe and Charles Kuivenen
Box Tops for Education

Joanne Boyer

Joseph Boyle

Mary Boyum

Peter Bradenhoff

Rose Anna Bradford

Suzanne and Christopher Brakob
Rochelle Brandl

Harold Brandt

Kathleen Brendemuehl

Kevin and Laura Breyfogle
Gregory Bringgold

Cheryl Broich and Christin Hegle
Katherine Bromelkamp
David Bronniche

Blyth Brookman and Benjamin Jaffray
Cheryl Broussard

Jennifer Brown

Bettye Brown

Keith Brown

Liz and Jeffrey Brown

Peter and Ellen Brown
Shirley Brown

Marian Brown-Moore
Charles Brunnette

Mark and Jill Bublitz
Marjorie Buchanan

Bob and Rita Buckvold
Janet Buczek

David and Joanne Buerke
Dennis and Ruth Buhl
Eileen Bujold

Tyrone and Delia Bujold
Ann Bukoskey

Charles Bulger

Mary and Allan Burdick
Robert Burfeind

Kathleen Burke and Eugene Scheffler
Lynn Burn

Teresa Burns

Mary Burns

Marge Busch

Patrick and Diana Busch
Robert and Gail Buuck
Diane Callahan

Efren and Allen Calubayan
Fausto Cambi

Mary and Thomas Cameron
Lizbeth Campos Cano
Joseph and Stevie Cardamone
David and Judith Carlson

Elizabeth and Carl Carlson
Joel Carlson
John and Jacqueline Carlson
Carolyn Foundation
Kevin and Joanne Carr
Theresa Carufel
Joanne and Benton Case
Mary Casey
The Castelino-Pillai Family Fund
Catholic Athletic Association
Catholic Community Foundation
Catholic Schools Center of Excellence
Catholic Services Appeal Foundation
Eileen Cavanagh
Jane Cavanaugh
James and Mary Cavanaugh
Joe and Jane Cavanaugh
Paula Cayemberg
Victoria Celia
Nicole and Matt Celichowski
Center for Mission
Robert Chalifoux
Ryan Chalmers
Jeremy Chapman
Henry Chavez
Thomas Chirhart
Ronald and Gloria Christenson
Muareen Christiansen
Gertruda Chung Choe
Church of St. Francis

de Sales of St. Paul
The Church of the Holy Cross
Church of St. Jude of the Lake
The Church of Our Lady of Grace
Ciresi Conlin LLP
Ciresi Walburn Foundation

for Children
David and Molly Clark
Timothy and Juliana Clarkson
Sheldon and Carol Clay
Roger and Janice Cloutier
Cloverfields Foundation
Rob and Mary Colbert
Foster Cole
Brian and Teresa Colianni
Marilyn Colianni
Susan and Albert Colianni
Jan Conlin and Eugene Goetz
Gregory and Marianne Conn
Carol Connelly
Michael Connolly
Michael Connor
Cecilia Connoy
William and Margaret Conroy
Lynn and Michael Convery
Patrick Cook
Mary Louise Cooney Erickson
Candace Cooper
Jennifer and Chadwick Cornell
Ron and Joan Cornwell

Costco Wholesale Co.
Nellie Cotton
Bridget Coutinho
Paul Couturier
John Cozzens
Steven and Jean Craig
Brooke Crane
Debra Crane-Lance
Richard and Virginia Craven
Julie and Douglas Craven
Alexander Crist
Nicholas and Annabel Cronin
Patricia Cropley
CSC Sports
Terry and Katherine Cummings
Cameron Curtis
Cybergrants, LLC
J. Michael and Kim Dady
Charles Dakota
Patricia and Patrick Dale
Judith Daleki
Mark and Linda Dalsin
D’Amico Catering
Steven Dandrea
Olivia Dascalos
William and Susan Davern
Sharman Davis Barrett
and Richard Barrett
Rene and Lydia Dawis
Ann Dayton
Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton
MaryAnn de Ruiter
Kevin Deegan
and Carolyn Clarke Deegan
Catherine and Larry Deeney
James Deglman
Veronica Deglman
Adele Della Torre and Spencer Kubo
David DelLong
Delta Airlines Foundation
Thomas DeMars
Sharon and Hal Dendurent
Anne Dery
Mark and Ann DeTorre
Craig and Jessica Dexheimer
Gary and Annette Dickson
David and Catherine Dillon
Patrick and Mary Dirk
Tom and Susan DiSanto
Mark Ditter
Mary Ditzler
Mary Ellen Doherty
Tim and Lori Dolan
Andrew and Jodi Dols
Carolyn Domroese
Katherine Donovan
Patrick Donovan
The Douglas Brandenborg
Family Foundation
Arlene Drabek

Abigail Drurry

Ronald and Mona Dubay

Albin Dubiak

Jackson DuFauchard

Donald and Mary Dufek

Genevieve Duffy

Deborah Dufresne

Beth Dumas

Mary Dunbar

James Dustrude

Elizabeth Dvorak

Kathleen and Randall Dwelly

Patricia Dziedzic

East Minneapolis Exchange Club

Daryl and Christina Eastburg

ECMC Foundation

Nolan Egge

Susan Eiden

Peter Eiswirth

Leon and Joan Eliason

Claire and John Elliot

Robert and Sandra Ellis

Helen Elsen

Bill and Susan Engel

Stephen and Mary Engel

Karen Erickson

Ted and Jamie Erickson

Greg and Theresa Erlandson

Jeff Eskierka

John Estrem

Camille Evans

Farrell Family Foundation

Father Jim Himmelsbach
Endowment Fund

Judith Faulkner McGuire

Timothy Faust

Andrew and Yesenia Favorite
and Family

FEI, Twin Cities

Peter Felipe and Susan Germain

Makayla Ferraro

Mary Ficks

Filia Foundation

Pat Finley

Fr. Kevin Finnegan

Kerry Finnegan

Maureen Fischer

Peter and Pamela Fischer

Susannah Fisher

Sarah and Don Flanagan

Flattop, LLC

Ann and Timothy Fleming

John Floberg and Martha Hickner

Robert and Gretchen Foht

Jane Ford

Mary Ford

James and Amy Fornshell

Gerald and Yvonne Foss

Sarah Foster

Lonnie Foster

Steven Sibri-Pina ‘24, Ascension Catholic School

Steven is very friendly, he is enthusiastic

about life, and he is always striving to
be the best version of himself. Steven's

family has many challenges to deal with.

Steven has taken a demanding college
preparatory curriculum, and despite

the challenges of the pandemic and the
challenges his family has faced, Steven

Susan Foster and Patrick Dzuik
Patricia Fournier
Elizabeth Fowlds
Bernadine and Thomas Fox
John and Deborah Fox
Michael and Maryfaith Fox
Rita Fox
Janice Frakie
Raul Francisco
Alex Frank
Anne Frankman
Charlotte Fransen

and Thomas Charland
Brent and Kirsten Frederick
Mary Fredricksen
Mary Freeman
Daniel and Carol Frenning
Friends of Ascension

Catholic Grade School
Friends of Pope John Paul Il
Carol Friesen Sullivan
Jean Froehle
Ellen and Anne Frohnmayer
Laurie Fusia
Mark and Marjorie Gaasedelen
Eleanor Gag
Robert and Phyllis Galarneault
Nancy Galgano
Daniel and Colette Gallagher
Ellen Gallagher
Sarah Gallagher
Clare Gallahue
Anthony and Margaret Galvin
Ronald Gangl
David and Miriam Gannon
Anthony Gantenbein
Donald Garofalo
Kathleen and Dennis Garoutte
Al and Patricia Gartner
Mary Garvey
Vanessa Gasca
Flora Gasca
Rosemary Gavin
Ruth Gaylord
Robert Gee
Barbara Gee
Mark and Christel Gehrman
Muriel Geisen
Thomas Geisen and Joan Prairie
Joy Geislinger
General Mills Foundation
George & Mary Kremer Foundation
Richard and Lori Gerhardson
Anthony and Sharon Gervino
GHR Foundation
Mary Ann Gilbertson
James and J Gill
Joseph Gladke
Thomas and Colleen Glass
Richard Glatzmaier

has done exceptionally well in all of his
courses throughout his time at BSM. He
has a “never give up” mantra that keeps
him going when it would be easy to give
in and slack off, and he is determined
to be the first child to go to a four-year

college in his family.

Amanda Anderson * Guidance and College Counselor

Benilde - St. Margaret’s



James Glatzmaier
David and Catherine Gleason
Lawrence and Rosemary Gleason
Mary Gleich-Matthews
Thomas and Sandra Glodek
Laura Goetz
Jimmy and Janice Golden
Ralph Goman
Frances Gonyea
Katherine Gorman
David Gottschalk
and Elizabeth Fowler
Thomas and Maria Gottwalt
Joel Gotz
Linda Goynes
Dixie and Thomas Grace
GRACO Inc and Subsidiaries
Lynda Gradert
Lynette Graham
Loriann Granados
Charles and Maureen Gregg
Susanne Grochett
William and Sharon Grochett
John Grochowski
Bradley Guggisberg
Catherine Gullickson
Gary Gullikson and Carol Tollefsrd
Carole Gupton
Anne Hady
Rebecca Hagen
Haggerty Family Foundation
Stephen Hahn and Kathleen Kerwin
Mary and John Haider
Barbara Hall
Marge Hall
Lauren Hallowell
Paul Hamann
Beth and Mark Hamel
Debra Hamilton and Frederick Schilling
Marina Hammond
Thomas Hannasch
Abby and Benjamin Hansen
Thomas Hansen, Debra Whalen
and Family
Charles Hanson
Cynthia Hanson
Phyllis Hanson
Randall Hanson
Mary Harlow
Darren and Tammi Harmon
Kurt Harries
Esther Harris
John Harris
Kimberly Harrison
William and Pat Hart
Susan Harvieux
Seth Haskin
Donna and Daniel Hasz
Robert and Kate Hauer
Kathleen Hawkinson

Douglas Hayes

Susan Hayes and Michael O'Connell

Brenna Healy

Sheila Heath

D. Mark and Bonnie Hector

Marcela Hedrich

Signe Heffern

Emily Hegna

Marian Hehre

Patricia Helin

Gary Hellmer

Penny Helvey

The Hendrickson Family Fund

Fran Hendrickson

Ryan Henning

Leo Hermes

Pilar Hernandez

Aneth Hernandez Soto

John Hernandez

Maria del Carmen Hernandez Paritojo

Luis Hernandez and Family

Kathleen Herrick

Marilyn Herrmann

Chris Hetherington

James and Anita Hidding

Ken and Laura Higgins

John and Jane Hilger

Latarsha Hill

Jeffrey and Dawn Hillins

Lauren Hillins

Grace Hillmann

Timothy and Patricia Hillmeyer

Raymond and Joan Hines

Judith Hirdler

Kenneth and Andrea Hjelm

Clay and Charlotte Hoes

Thomas Hoffer

J Hoffman

Maurice and Agnes Hoffman

Norman and Ann Hoffman

Michele Hofman

Joseph and Kathleen Holiday

Wesley and Jeanne Holland

Michael Hollerich

Holy Cross Council of Catholic Women

Holy Name of Jesus

Susan and Joseph Hommes

Honeywell International
Charity Matching

Dave and Nicole Hoover

Wayne Hornicek

Sarah Houle-Johns and George Johns

Pete and Marianne Houlihan

Thomas and Deborah Howell

Margaret Hoye

Stanley and Karen Hubbard

Susan Hubbard

Theresa and Thomas Hughes

Gerald Hulbert

Humboldt Family Foundation

John and Rosemary Hunt
Frank Hurley and Dana Oken
Tom and Julie Hurley
Peter Hurtubise
Gerald and Gloria Huston
Jill and Joerg Hutmacher
Barbara and Thomas Hvidhyld
Caitlin Ignasiak
Stephen Imholte and Rachael Scherer
Thomas Ingenhutt
Donna and Carl Inkala
Richard and Carol Irmiter
John Isais
The lvan Bowen Family Foundation
Linda Jackson
Richard and Kathleen Jackson
Louise Jacobs
Jenna and Michael Jacobs
Louise and James Jacobs
Gail Jaeger-Hymel and Gary Hymel
Joyce Jagodzinski
Nestor and Laurie Jaramillo
Rosemary and Bud Janousek
Jody Japs-Jung
Kelly Java
Cynthia Jensen
Richard and Carolyn Jensen
Miriam Jepsen-Despiegelaere
Jerome J & Ursula Choromanski
Foundation
Julie Jochum Gartrell
Perihan and Danny Johnsen
Brita Johnson
Mia Johnson
Shelley Johnson
Ashika Johnson
Jean and Kevin Johnson
James and Maureen Johnson
Ken and Pat Johnson
Meghan Johnson
Patrick and Constance Johnson
Rosetta-Jo Johnson
Jolane Jones
Michael Jorgensen
Michael and Ann Jorgensen
Geri and Robert Jorgenson
Joseph and Angeline
Waletsko Scholarship
John and Barbara Joyce
Callieann Juberian-McGuire
Ellen and Myron Just
Sheryl and William Kalb
Kathleen Kale
Thomas Kalitowski and Susan Horn
Candace Kampa
Gerald and Judy Karel
Steven and Kathryn Karel
Jane Karney
Nurhan Kasar
McKaya Kastner

Jeremiah Russell ‘23, Ascension Catholic School

Jeremiah Russell showed some of the
most growth | have ever seen over his 4
years in the drama department. He started
out as the shy unassuming kid with a
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becoming a true leader, looking out for the
well-being of those around him and thriving
during performances. Loved having him as
a part of the BSM Drama family.
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Anabelle and Manny Gbedjangni ‘24, Ascension Catholic School

Both started at DeLaSalle while we were in
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dynamic from both an academic- and a
social-preparedness perspective.
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I have taught Uriel as a freshman and again
as an upperclassman. He loves his religion
classes, right now he is in Church History
and clearly shows the joy and love of Christ
with his classmates. He loves to joke with
his friends and classmates, he studies hard
and participates in class. Uriel has a heart
for service, and is going on a mission trip to

the Blackfeet reservation to partner with our
Lasallians in Montana. He and his friends
also go above and beyond at their parish
working with Confirmation students, where
Uriel clearly cares about the education of the
students. He is a wonderful, irreplaceable,
and unrepeateable presence in our school.

Erin Bourget
Religious Studies teacher, Hill-Murray

As a 9th grade English teacher, | have taught
a handful of your former students from St.
Peter Claver. Most of them appear to be at,
or near, where we are hoping they might be
by the time they are ninth graders. Writing
as you know is a process, and very detail
oriented, but their thoughts, ideas, and

analysis of material in their writing is

good. The students | had as 9th graders also
appear to enjoy reading, and are reading at

a 9th grade level upon entry to CDH. Tell the
teachers at St. Peter Claver to keep up the
good work. They are doing admirable work.

Jesse Cusick
English teacher, Cretin-Derham Hall



Mara Kable grew

up in Golden Valley.

She graduated
from the University
of Notre Dame in
2014 and worked
at the Basilica

of St. Mary. She
and her husband
recently moved
to Boston where
she is studying at
Boston College.

Mara wrote this to
explain why she,
as a young donor,
makes recurring
gifts to Ascension
School.

Why | give to Ascension Catholic School

| can't recall exactly when | started my recurring giving to Ascension, but

| became aware of Ascension School because of its relationship with

the Basilica as a “sister parish,” and | most likely heard about this for the
first time during one of the annual masses in which a representative from

Ascension presides at the Basilica.

| was struck by this relationship because
whenever | had heard in the past about
churches having “sister parish,” those

sister parishes had always been located far
away, likely in a poorer country. It was very
striking to me that our sister parish was just
a few miles away. This proximity seemed
uncommon and therefore special, which
drew me to wanting to know more about the
Ascension community and school.

In 2017, Janice Andersen from the Basilica
organized a Northside bus tour. We met

at Ascension, and Don Samuels [former
City Council member] gave us a tour of the
neighborhood. | was by far the youngest
person on that bus — | think a lot of people
were surprised to see me. Having
grown up in Golden Valley, | had
always been physically close

to North Minneapolis but had
rarely been in the neighborhood.
It felt simultaneously wrong to
be a tourist in a marginalized
neighborhood but also wrong if

| were to continue excluding an
entire neighborhood from my
understanding of Minneapolis. | had already
been discerning a call to move to North
Minneapolis, and this visit to Ascension was

pivotal in my decision to move there in 2019.

| came to look at the Basilica's relationship
with Ascension in what | suspect is an
unusual way. It has always seemed to me
that American parishes with “sister parish”
relationships tend to view themselves as the
big sister, needing to look after their little
sister by providing financial assistance and
volunteers. | saw the Basilica's relationship
with Ascension as the inverse: Ascension
was our big sister, leading us in so many
ways, challenging our parish to live the
Beatitudes rather than just recite them.
One of the very clear ways that Ascension
does that is by being Christ’s presence in a

part of our city that too many well-meaning
people entirely avoid. The Ascension school
provides the fullness of a Catholic education
to families and children who can't drive
their kids to private schools across town.
My parents would have loved a Christian
education for me and my brother, but the
cost and inconvenience made that too
difficult. Neighborhood Catholic schools are
organized forms of Christ at the margins,
meeting his children exactly where they are.

After moving to the Northside, it was
always in the back of my mind that | would
eventually leave the Basilica and make
Ascension my parish, particularly when |
reached the point of having school-aged

Ascension is Christ'’s

presence in a part of our city
that too many well-meaning

people entirely avoid.”

children. | always held it as a strong
possibility that if God blessed me with
children, they might attend Ascension school.
My husband and | would occasionally attend
mass and other events at Ascension. We
especially loved being there for the Feast

of Our Lady of Guadalupe as this is an
important feast day for both of our families.
However, God called me to take a new
direction with my career that called me to
leave Minnesota, and my husband and |
responded by relocating to Boston last year.

My heart still aches when | think of the home
we left behind in Minneapolis, which might
be part of why I still give to the Ascension
school despite the distance. | continue to
believe in the importance of its work as one
of many communities supporting children
and families in Minneapolis.



